— 


— MM 


“THOUGH WE, AN ANGEL "FROM HEAVEN, PREAC 
OTHER R GOSPEL UNTO 
"HAVE PREACHED 


THAN WhICH 
70 YOU LET 


H ANY 
W 


VoL. : 


TENN., SaturDAY, Maron 18, 1899. 


No. 1.6 


“THIS AND THE OTHER SIDE. 


Stewart. 
Deseret Newa. 
What is wealth or fame or power? 
Baubles all that glare and blind n, 
Death comes knocking at our bower, 
Then. we have them all behind us. 


18 have we when we come 

Nak to this vale of sorrow. 
when our course is run, 
g can we fend or borrow. 


Yet we strive for worldly gain 
Tih of Hfe we fill the measure, 
„ not that all is vain; 
Earth hath no abiding treasure. 


As we journey on and ‘find 

On what Proben reeds we're leaning, 

Naught b comfort to the mind 
Save the light from heaven gleaming. 


Thro’ the 1 of mortal care 
see light immortal 


surpassing fair, 
ck "ting bright “su thro” heaven’ 8 portal. 


Life and death, earthly w 
Are but steps by which we “gather 
o that sacred sweet repose 
To the presence of our Father. 


One by one we pass away; 
One by one we cross the river. 
Life on earth is but a day, 
When we pass we live forever. . 


When we reach the other shore 
What a glad refrain will set us. 
All our loved ones gone befo 
Surely will be theré to eek us. 


OUR CONFERENCE PRESIDENTS. 
ELDER Jonn M. BUNKER. 


Elder John M. Bunker whose portrait | 


embelishes the Star this week, is a con- 
fereuce president of very brief duration, 
having only recently been assigned to 
this important position in the Kentucky 
conference. He succeeded Elder E. G. 
Woolley, who was called to the office in 
February. 

Elder Bunker ie a son of the Sunny 
South in Utah’s fair vails. He claims 
for his birth place Santa Clara, of Wash- 
ington county, Utah, but at am early age, 
he with his parents settled in Nevada at 
a place which was afterward named 
Bunkerville, in honor of their name. 

His parents were not wealthy’ enough 
to give his early education the attention 
kis aspiring ambitions craved, therefore, 
he had to work on the farm: until ‘about 
20 years of age, when, obtaining permis- 


— 


in September, 1895, he led to the altar 


to labor in Kentucky conference, where 


sion from his parents, he left home to 
obtain money to attend college. During 
the years 1891, 1892 and 1893 his cher- 
ished hopes were realized and he was 
enabled to spend these three memorable 
years at the Agricultural college Logan, 
where he soon forged ahead as a studious, 
hardworking pupil. He returned home 
much improved by his college training. 
Soon after arriving there he moved to 
St. Thomas in the muddy valley, where, 


a most estimable young lady, Miss Mary 
K. Syphus. His martial joys were of 


ELDER JOHN M. BUNKER, 
President of the Kentucky Conference. 


very brief duration, as death stepped in 
the following month and carried the bride 
of six weeks to that great beyond, thus 
leaving a heart-broken man. The foHow- 
ing June, 1896, he gladly accepted a call 
to perform a mission to the Southern 
states. On his arrival at Chattanooga. 
August 20, following, he was assigned 


he has continued working zealously in 
whatever capacity became necessary. At 
the time of his appointment to he first 


counselorship to President Woolley, he 
made one special request, viz.: that the 


— — 


very heaviest work that is to be had be 
given him; whether it be in city work, 
or neighborhoods, where frost abounded, 
that is. where the Elders are mistreated 
the most. This is characteristic of Elder 
Bunker—always ready: to carry more 
than his share of any burden hat be- 
comes necessary to be borne. 

President Bunker has that happy tani 
ulty of making friends wherever he goes 
hence is geirerally beloved. He has an 
unusua! gift of holding his auditors when 
preaching on most common place sub- 
jects, while his vocabulary is not so very 
extensive, his versatility is remarkable. 


History of the Southern States Mission. 


In previous articles The Star readers 
have been informed that Elders M. F. 
Cowley and George C. Parkinson were 
assigned to labor in St. Louis, Missouri. 

On account of the success which com 


| pensated their sedulous energies expend- 


ed in the cause of truth, it was decided 
that the Mission Conference of 1881 
should be held in that city. It convened 
on December 3d, with four Elders in at- 
tendance. Many Saints, friends and 
strangers came out to hear the words of 
truth as they fell from the lips of those 
inspired and duly commissioned servants 
of the Lamb of God. 

After conference the Elders were given 
their respective fields of labor, which they 
immediately entered, and pursued their 
usual course of disseminating Gospel 
truths. 

The year, which was now pending on 
the threshold of the present and in the 
act of identifying itself with the past, 
was characterized with signal success. 
The harvest was a prolific one, although 
the field had been made barren in many 


places by the odious mistepresentations | 


circulated by _ feigned Christian pros- 
elyters of 

But atte wan accomplished during the 
first month of 1882, on account of the 
humidity of the weather and the fiendish 
spirit of mobocracy which prevailed in 
many of the states, especially Georgia. 
Even the Atlanta Constitution, which pre- 
viously had befriended the Elders, now 
resorted to all kinds of opprobrious epi- 
thets in order to minimize the influence 
2 the on of the Gospel of the 
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So ardently burned the fire of persecu- 
tion in Georgia during the month of Feb- 
ruary that it was thought prudent to re- 
lease a portion of the laboring corps of 
that state. President Walter Scott was 
one of the three fortunates honored with 
the “Thou hast magnified thy calling and 
God has called thee home.” Elder John 
Houston was chosen to fill the vacancy 
created by President Scott’s return to the 
vales of the Rockies. 

_ Elders John Carter and Joseph B. Keel- 
er were favored with a startling episode 
this month. While taboring near Head’s 
Ferry they were assaulted by a vindictive 
crowd, who fired upon them and drove 
them from their field: This rabble was 
led by two ministers and a dealer in equi- 
ty. Their names are: Rev. Bryant, Rev. 
Forrester and Judge Sulton. 

The Elders working in Perry county. 
Tennessee, were disturbed by some law 
breakers, who were immediately appre- 
hended and brought to justice. Judge 
Bateman rendéred an unbiased decision, 
and the culprits were forced to pay a 
fine of $25. The prosecuting attorney, 
Mr. Meeks, most honorably performéd his 
duty and should be remembered as a de- 
fender and sustainer of the laws of his 
country. This was truly an innovation 
in the history of the Southern States Mis- 
sion. 

With March came the heavy spring 
rains, and it is said that they 
were so terrific that the whole country 


was flooded to such an extent as to ren- 


der traveling almost impossible. Despite 
the unpropitious conditions, the Elders 
succeeded in converting and initiating 
several honest souls into the fold of 
Christ. 

On the 22d of this month a company of 
one hundred and twenty-four gathered at 
Chattanooga and intermediate points. and 
started for Zion. They were accompanied 
to the San Louis valley, Colorado, by 
President Morgan and Elder Cowley. 


West Tennessee was opened by several 
Elders under the leadership of Elder R. 
C. Camp, and from all reports it proved 
a fruitful field. In April conference was 
held in this section of the state, which 
proved to be very successful. Many 
Saints and friends were present and re- 
ceived with eagerness the spiritual food 
served them by the true servants of 
Christ. 

At this conference President B. H. Rob- 
erts was released and Elder R. C. Camp 
chosen to fill the vacancy. 


officiel Announcement. 


During the early part of April there 
will be issued by the Deseret News a 
Church work, entitled “The Articles of 
Faith,” the same being a series of lec- 
‘tures on the principal doctrines of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day 
Saints, by Dr. James E. Talmage. The 
lectures were prepared by appointment of 
the First Presidency, and the book will 
be published’ by the Church. It is in- 
tended for use as a text book in Church 
schools, Sunday schools, improvement as- 
sociations, quorums of the Priesthood and 
other Church organizations in which the 
study of theology is pursued, and also for 
individual use among the members of the 
Church. The work has been approved by 
the First Presidency, and I heartily com- 

mend jt to the members of the Church. 
2 LORENZO SNOW. 


A Divine Manifestation. 

By Bider John P. Morris. 

Written for The Southern Star. 
During the month of October, 1807. in 
company with Elder Chas. J. Call, while 
laboring as canvassing Elders in Wash- 
ington County, Virginia, we had forcible 


impressed upon our minds. “the impor- {most welcome and beautiful sight. 


| scending as a flash of lightning. (or as the 


tance of keeping appointments.” This 


was done by what we consider a wonder- 
ful manifestation, and one that has left 


a lasting impression upon our minds. It 


Pe made with such clearness. that we 


cannot well forget it. And I trust it will 
ever act as a gentle ‘reminder, so that. 


whenever we make adr appointment that 


we may do all that lay in our power to. 


fulfill it. We were fortunate enough to 
secure the use of a school house at a place 


known as “Good Hope,” in the above 


mentioned county, also in getting out an 
appointment for a series of meetings. 
fact we had already enjoyed the pleasure 
of holding one, or two, of the number, and 
still had our appointments ahead. 

At the close of our second meeting we 
accepted an invitation to spend the night 
with a family of friends. In the morning, 
the weather being unfavorable, our 
friends insisted that we spend the day. 
which we did. During our stay one of 
those severe thunder-storms came on, and 
so continued during the greater part of 
the day. The time passing so pleasantly 
with us, around a cozy fire, conversing 
upon the principles of the Gospel, and in 
writing letters to Saints and friends, that 
we paid little attention to the storm until 
towards night, when we remembered that 
we had an appointment for meeting. 

Supper over, our attention was directed 
to the weather, and we asked our friend 
if he thought the storm would prevent 
the people from attending our meeting? 
We stepped to the front porch, viewing 
the heavens, which were clothed with a 
mantle of black clouds. Our friend re- 
marked in answer to our question, that it 
was a pretty rough night for preaching 
and it will be a waste of time for you 
all” to go to the school house, as he 
reckoned“ there would be no one out to 
hear us, stating that “the people didn’t 
generally turn out on such occasions.” 
We thought although that may be the 
custom of the people that it would not do 
for us to fail in our appointment. On 
seeing our determination to go, our friend 
stated that as it was so dark and stormy 
that he and family would not venture out, 
but his son would accompany us with a 
lantern, and for us to come back after 
our meeting. We thanked him for his 
kindness, and told him that we would 
hurry on and his son could overtake us. 


Between our friend’s home and the school | 


house there was a dense forest, through 
which passed a road that was but little 
traveled. By following this road, instead 
of the main road, we could save a dis- 
tance of two miles, and furnish better 
walking. We had no trouble thus far in 
reaching the main road, but upon leaving 


it, and taking the one that led through 


the forest, it became so dark that we 
could scarcely see each other; traveling 
side by side. We were but little acquaint- 
ed with this road, so decided to wait a 
few moments and probably the young 
man with the lantern would overtake us. 
There was no sign of his coming, so we 
decided to try and find our way in the 
dark. We had not proceeded far before 
coming into contact with one or two of 


1 


school house. 


‘the large trees, besides apparently find- 
ing all the mud holes on the route. This 
was discouraging to us, and brought to 
jour mind the advice our friends had given 
us, and we thought of the comfortable 
fire we had left, and other’ comforts. 

While under this feeling of despondency 
our attention was suddenly attracted * 


rays from a powerful searchlight) there 
appeared from the darkness of che sky, 
far above the topmost tree, a volume of 
heavenly light. It was comtpoued of some 
of the most delica te colors (light orange, 
silver and Purple), ‘beautifully blended. 

In shape it resembled a e cornucopia, 
the point of which appear to rest in the 
center of the road, about ten feet in front 
of us. (It was at an angle ‘of nearly, 
forty-five degrees.) We hesitated a mo- 
ment, then proceeded towards the school 


In house. The light traveled at about the 


same rate of speed as we did, keeping 
perhaps ten feet in advance, until reach- 
ing the outer edge of the forest, when it 
disappeared as suddenly as it came. We 
were now once more on the main tra v- 
eled road, and within 200 rods of the 
Upon looking ahead we 
could see one or two lanterns coming to- 
wards the place of meeting or school 
house. So we hurried on, and reached 
there in time to open the door. A good 
influence was felt in our meeting. We 
gave away a number of tracts and dis- 
posed of several books. Our boy with the 
lantern failed to materialize, but upon 
emerging from the building we discovered 
that the clouds of darkness had passed 
away. A few stars were brightly glin- 
mering here and there in the heavens. 
It was light enough. We had no trouble 
in reaching tae home of our friends. Af- 
ter entering his house their first question 
was: However in the world did you all 
find your way?’ Our answer is best told 
in the following words: The Lord works 
in a mysterious way, His wonders to per- 
form.“ A few minutes conversation, and 
we were ready for bed, but before retiring 
we kneeled in humble prayer and ac- . 
knowledged the hand of the Lord in aid- 
ing us to fulfill our appointment. It was 
but a short time after this that we were 
privileged to baptize one of the person; 
who was present at our meeting on that 
dark, stormy night in October. 


Conterence Appointments... 
The balance of the Conference appoint- 
ments have now been arranged and are 


as follows: 
Mississippi—At Hattiesburg, on March 


Georgia—At Atlanta, on March 23d. 
Florida—At Orlando, on March <6th. 


South Alabama—<At Montgomery, on 
March 30th. 

South Carolina—At Charleston, cn 
April Sth. 

‘North Carolina — At Princeton, on 
April 8th. 


Kentucky—At Junction Branch, ere 
P. O., on April 15th. : 

East Kentucky—At London, on April 
18th. 

North Alabama—At Aberdeen, Miss, 
on April 29th. 7 

President Rich is bending every effort 
to visit each conference and thoroughly 
familiarize himself with every Elder in 
the Mission. No doubt the Elders fully 
appreciate these visits among them and 


8 his genial presence. / 
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‘Mormon Vagrants.”” 
Florida Phétosopher. 
Ihe Mayo Free Press is of the opinion 
that the Mormon Elders tramping 
through. Florida should be arrested, as 
vagrants.—Tampa Tribune, Tampa, Fla. 
‘The Mayo Press is right. What are 
these wandering Mormon Elders who vis- 
it Flerida but vagrante? If they have 
means it is not visible. Doubtless they 
have money and manage to keep it by 
begging from those whose charity 1s 
larger than their pocketbooks. The Mor 
mons have been a nuisance from the time 
they left the east and landed in the west. 
If Mormonism has ever accomplished 
any good, history does not record it. The 
harm resulting from Mormonism would 
make a large library. There is scarcely 
a crime which Mormonism is not guilty 
of. No pages in history will be blacker 
than these om which will be recorded the 
infamy of Mormonism. Those who have 
taken pains to inform themselves know 
that m the name of religion the Mormons 
have made of themselves thieves, prosti- 
tutes and murderers. For their crimi- 
nal deed they were run out of Ohio, 
forced to leave Missouri, and driven 
from Ilkinois at the point of the bayonet. 
Wherever they have been they have 
made trouble, and being possessed of un- 
paralleled gall and impudence which 
knows no bounds, they have managed to 
thrust themselves in the way of the ad- 
vancement of morality and religion. To 
tantalize and irritate the friends of civ- 
ilization a Mormon with three wives is 
claiming a seat in congress. Those who 
know the Mormons best think the least 
of them. What they have done, and what 
they are seeking to accomplish, is abun- 
dantly sufficient to render them odious. 
They are not the kind of enemies that 
respectable people should love. It should 
be regarded as akin to religiom to hate 
Mormonism.- Floridans should do all in 
their power to avert encountering calam- 
ities, mot the least of which would be the 
spreading of Mormonism in this state. 
The prevalence of disease in epidemic 
form would be preferable. The Mormon 
Elders are not invading this sate for any 
good purpose. In some manner they 
should be induced to get out of Florida 
without delay.—Gainesville Sun, Gaines 
ville. Fla. 
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Two of these gentlement (2) were in 


High Springs about six monthe ago and 
visited the News office. Here they con- 
fessed that they believed in polygamy, 
but did not publicly advocate it because 
of the laws against it. We agree with 
the Mayo Press and the. Gainesville 
Sun. The press of the entire country 
should speak out against the sin and dis- 
grace of Mormonism—High Springs 
News, High Springs, Fla. 

We publish the above as a specimen of 
the absurd prejudice existing in some 
quarters of Florida against the Mormons, 
as well as the animus that existe in the 
breasts of some of the editor “chumps” 
of the state who ought to be regarded as 
Florida curiosities. ‘The Philospher is 
not a Mormon paper, but it likes justice, 
liberality and toleration, im accordance 
with the letter and spirit of the consti- 
tution of the United States. It would 
require two or three columns to reply 
amply to the above slanderous articles 
against a Christian church, but for lack 
of space our comments must necessarily 
be brief. 

Some people remind us of a pack of 


123 


dogs—one dog begins to bark at scene spirit and caps the climax when he says: 


thing or somebody, and then all the oth- 
ers join in, scarcely knowing what they 
are barking at. There is a great deal of 
the dog mature in that part of humanity 
which will “follow a crowd to do evil.” 

The obscure Mayo editor who pops up 
and says that the Elders who are preach- 
ing through the state ought to be arrested 
as vagrants has a very faulty conception 
of law, and only shows his ignorance. 
The Elders are not in Florida of their 
own choosing, but they are choosen by 


oificials of the church on account of their 


ability and sent forth to preach the gos- 
pel ,in a similar manner that Christ sent 
forth his disciples to preach, “without 
purse or scrip.” ‘They must have faith 
enough to believe that they will find food 
and shelter im the section im which they 
are appointed to labor, but they get no 
galary, hoping for their reward in the 
eternal world. They do no begging or 
soliciting for money, but if anybody vol- 
untarily gives any to them they receive it 
thankfully. Home folks probably send 
tem small sums of money. When they 
are sent out to preach it is generally for 
two yeurs or longer, and they do not re- 
turn home until “released” by the church 
authorities. They leave comfortable 
homes in Utah, Idaho, Arizona and Col- 
orado, when called to do missionary work 
or preach, and from a secular standpoint 
they would probably much prefer to re- 
main at home, but feel it their duty to 
go when called, as much so a Methodist 
or Baptist deems it his duty to preach 
vben he feels called. Some of the E- 
ders leave families behind, but many of 


them are young unmarried men. 


The Tampa man prints a daily morn- 
ing paper, we believe, requiring his men 
to work on Sunday, thus desecrating the 
sacred day and violating one of the lead- 
ing comandments. Therefore he cannot 
be considered an authority on religions 
or moral questions. 

The Gainesville editor must have been 
suffering from a fit of indigestion when 
he wrote that untruthful article. Per- 
haps he ate too much “hog and hominy” 
for breakfast that morning. Just re- 
verse every assertion he makes and it 
will be nearer the truth than it is. He 
virtually admits his ignorance of the sub- 
ject in the article, and shows his lack of 
personal investigatiom; be probably nev- 
er read a Mormon book or heard a Mor- 
mon sermon; his ignorance of the true 
history of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter Day Saints is very evident. Many 
years ago an apostate from the Mormon 
church wrote a book against the Saints, 
accusing them of many crimes or gross- 
ly misrepresenting them. This book was 
probably mostly a fiction, and it doubt- 
less gave rise to much of the prejudice 
that exists against the Mormons. The 
editor of the Gainesville paper, we be- 
lieve, is one of the Solon? who will 
make the laws for Florida at the next 
session of the legislature, having been 
elected to that body for two or three ses- 
sions. He casts a slur on the Utah con- 
gressman elect, but the latter no doubt 
has a better title to his seat than the 
Florida editor has to his, who was elect- 
ed under the fraudulent democratic elec- 
tion law of this state. With regard to 
the Mormons being a nuisance, a hundred 
Utahs would not be as great a nuisance 


to this country as the democratic party 
has been, of which the Gainesville editor 
is a member, with all its black record of 
crime. This editor shows his mobocratic 


“In same manmer they should be induced 
to get out of Florida without delay.” 
That may be correct democratic party 
doctrine as practiced in the south, but no 
gentleman or moralist will endoree such 
rot. He ought to know that these El- 
ders have as much right to preach in this 
state as he has to run a paper. 

The High Springs man could find noth- 
ing against the Elders but polygamy— 
which is no argument at all—but he yelps 
in with the rest and barks as loud as any 
of them. 

We cory the folowing from the United 
States constitution. ‘That class of ignor- 
ant editors and others who are advocates 
of mob law or persecutions against peo 
ple who are superior in virtue and moral- 
ity to themselves should ponder these 
principles: 

“The United States shall guarantee to 
every state in this uniom a republican 
form of government, and shall protect 
each of them against invasion, and on 
application of the legislature, or the ex- 
ecutive when the legislature cannot be 
convened, against domestic violence.“ 

Congress shall make no law respect- 
ing an establishment of religion, or pro- 
hibiting the free exercise thereof; or 
abridging the freedom of speech or of the 
press; or the right of the people peacea- 
bly to assemble, and to petition the gov- 
ernment for a redress of grievances.” 

“The enumeration in the constitution 
of certain rights shall not be construed 
to deny or disparage others retained by 
the people.“ 

“No state shall make or enforce any 
law which shall abridge the privileges or 
immunities of citizers of the United 
States; nor shall any state deprive any 
person of life. liberty or property with- 
out due process of law, nor deny to any 
person within its jurisdiction the equal 
protection of the laws.’’ ) 

“This constitution, and the laws of the 
United States which shall be made in 
pursuance thereof, and all treaties made, 
cr which shall be made, under the au- 
thority of the United States, shall be the 
supreme law of the land; and the judges 
im every state shall be bound thereby, 
anything im the constitution or laws of 
any state to the contrary not withstand: 
ing.“ 


A Bonded Greeting. 


Heber, Utah, March 4, 99. 
Dike and Friends of 

To you we send a kindly greeting. All 
is well with us, and we pray God to bless 
you all in the spread of truth. 

We are very pleased 
“Star” appear in the Southern sky, spark- 
ling with the hight of truth. It brings 
glad tidings of great joy. 

We have had nine foot of snowfall here 
in Heber this winter, sixty inches of 
which fell in February. Have yet two 
feet. Have seen no wagons since No- 
vember. | 

Would be pleased to hear from anyone 
wishing to inquire of the Gospel or of the 
Mormons, or anything pertaining to this 
land and people; and especially from those 
who, when I was naked, they clothed me; 
when I was in hungered, they gave me 
meat; when I was sick, they ministered 
unto me; when I was a stranger, they 
took me in. May heaven bless you all. 

We are your brother and sister, 
John and Mary Bond. 


to see a new 


= 


— 
> 
= 
5 
* 


| 
| 
| 

| 

| 

| 

; 
1 
| 
e 
> 


THE SOUTHERN Sax 
| | 


Published Weekly by Southern States Mission, Cherch 
Christ and Letter Dey Saints, 


Chatteneoge, Tean. 
Per year . . $1.50 
Terms éf months . 75 
| (in Advance) Three months § 40 
Single Copies, 5 Coats. 


Subscribers rn one place to another. 
and desiring papers changed, gag always give 


former as well as present address, or 
letter. 


Entered at the Post Office at Chattanooga, Tenn., as 
. second class matter. 


Correspondence from all parts of the missionary 
field is solicited. Give name and address, or articles 
will be rejected, Write on one side of . only 
when sent for publication. We reserve the right to 
either eliminate or reject any communication sent in. 
Ad Box 103. 


BATURDAY, MARCH 18, 1800. 


— — — 


ARTICLES OF FAITH 
- OF THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF 
LATTER-DAY SAINTS. 


We believe in God the Eternal Father, and In His Son 


I. 
; 


. We believe that mea will be penished for their own 
may be. seved, te the laws and ordi- 
bances Gospel. 

4. We believe that the first principles and ordinances of 

Gospel are: Faith in the Jesus Christ; second, 

3 third, Baptiom by immersion for the remission 
of 3 foerth, Laying on of for the Gift of the Holy 
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In this issue we print a sketch of the 
organization of the new Sunday School, 
»The Southern Star,” at Whitewood. 
North Carolina, from the pen of its tal- 
ented secretary, Miss Irene Wayman. We 
appreciate the honor shown ns and, in 
grateful acknowledgement, present The 
Star weekly for one year to our new 
protege. 


We had intendéd to give ex-Elder La- 
moni Call, of Bountiful, Utah, a gentle 
criticism, but instead will publish Mr. 
John R. Bevell’s open letter. It seems 
from a careful perusal of this that even 
the fisherman is sometimes of questiona- 
ble quality as well as some of the fish 


caught in the great Gospel net.“ 


That which is governed by law is also 
preserved, perfected 
law. 


and sanctified by the 


hands. 


HE Christian Observer, 
“THE BORGOR of Louisville, Ky., rep 


tertans, is one of our most valued ex- 
changes, containing, as it does, many 
items of merit and interest. It has re- 
cently gone out of its way to publish a 


| purported program“ of what the Mor- 


mons are intending to do. The historical 
data of the alleged program“ is reason- 
ably accurate, with but few fractures of 
the truth, but their conclusions are some- 
what distorted if veracity is to be their 
canon. 
Our Christian brother reproduces a so- 
called “prophecy” of a certain Bishop 
Lunt, said to have been uttered during 
the year 1880, in which he is said to have 
prophesied all kinds of chimerical plans 
for the furtherance of political power in 
the Mormon Church, extending outside of 
Utah into all the States contiguous there- 
to. “Part of these prophecies have be- 
come history, says our worthy contem- 
porary, in so far as Statehood has been 
achieved.” We are charged with having 
1,700 missionaries east of the Mississippi 
River. (These figures embrace our whole 
missionary force for the entire world.) 
He then says that it is comparatively 
easy to make converts and that these, 
with all the vast membership of the Mor- 
mon Church, are as clay in the potter’s 
The Observer then gravely re- 
marks: 
. “These facts and figures will put our 
people on their guard, when they hear of 
Mormon missionaries in their midst. 
Christians can do much in the way of en- 
lightening their neighbors as to the past 
history of the so-ealled church, and of its 


| political aims, and by prudently advising 


them, hinder the influences of evil.“ 
While no doubt the Observer desires to 
be fair (we judge so at least) we can but 
tell tbem the whole tenor of their article 
bears the earmarks of some of those self- 
same Gospel sharks“ who have been fol- 
lawing the Mormon ship in all its travels 
(as enumerated in their article) and event- 
ually assumed the character of a school“ 
of the voracious monsters in later years, 
when the beauties of Utah and her fer- 
tile valleys became so manifest and their 
eastern zealots became more susceptable 
to their seductive wiles, thereby 
increasing the amount contributed, 
thus getting rewarded from both sides 
for their nefarious malignings of an hon- 
est, industrious and God fearing people. 
“By their fruits ye shall know them, is 
the best rule by which to judge,.and who 
can show or demonstrate any evil fruits 
(as a whole) from the Mormon Church or 
any considerable number of its officers or 
members? Even from its very first in- 
cipiency they have been persecuted; not 
from any predatory conduct of its leaders, 
but by the same influence that crucified 
the Savior. There may have been evil- 
minded men who fell into stealing and 
other sins, but whenever caught they 
were summarily dealt with. : 
The founder of the Church, Joseph 
Smith, soon discovered, after his divine 
appointment, that the powers of darkness 
arrayed all their subtle and murderous 
influences against him. Abominable false- 


hoods were cunningly circulated against 
him. His life was constantly menaced; 


waz beset by assassins, and at any hour 


resenting the Presby-. 


of the day or night was he continually 
watched by thuse who: were ever ready 
to try and conjure up all or any kind of 
charges of misdemeanor. No less than 


thirty-nine direct charges -were made 


against Joseph Smith and he stood trial 
for each and was discharged every time; 
at the last trial, when the usual verdict 
was rendered, a number of the principal 
agitators declared: There is nothing 
against these men (Joseph and Hyrum 
Smith); the law cannot reach them, but 
powder and ball shall. They will never 
get out of Carthage alive.” They did not. 

The same mobocratic spirit has fol- 
lowed them to even this day. They have 
built cities, roads and whole States to 
only be looted, murdered, driven out and 
mobbed. Even taking the report as pub- 
lished by the Observer, the worst that is 
charged is predatory conduct.. Would 
they as Christians, advise or urge the 
harsh measures that were brought to bear 
against the Mormons in their early his- 
tory, for this simple reason? 


No doubt they will charge these unlaw- 
ful deeds to mobs. Still they tacitly in- 
dorse it by not condemning their methods. 
The Mormon. Elders are doing nothing 
that can be considered unlawful from any 
standpoint that may be taken, even if the 
Observer’s conclusions be correct regard- 
ing the ultimate intentions, which we 
vigorously deny, still we are not infring- 
ing on the law nor the rights of any citi- 
zen. Our methods are clear, concise and 
above board. Our Elders will accept any 
church that will be opened to them, and 
there explicitly state the object of his 
errand among the people; he will answer 
any and all legitimate questions put to 
him; will furnish any or all doctrinal 
books bearing on what is taught by the 
Mormons. Let it be proved that we are 
what our enemies charge us with; let us 
file our pleas and have an impartial trial. 
Do not close your ears, doors and 
churches against us. Prove us by what 
we teach and the fruits of our earlier 
teachings; do not condemn us by such 
hearsay and hobgoblin stories that have 
for their parents bigotry and rank igno- 
rance. Remember all acts contrary to 
this, serve only to convince the honest 
seeker after righteousness that we are 
right and our persecutors are playing the 
role of Pharisees and Christ killers. Paul 
says: “Prove all things.” _ | 

Can our tatter-day enemies say they 
have proven any of the many evil charges 
against the Mormons? 

The Christian Observer has not; and 
this paper seems to be much fairer in its 
utterances than many others are. As 
before stated, we court investigation in 
any or all the alleged wrongs charged 
against either the church or any of its 
members, particularly these Elders who 
are now representing it in the South. If 
the respective dogmas extant in the coun- 
try are right no amount of talking, 
preaching, tracting or proselyting can 
change the situation. Our Elders while 
not inviting discussion or controversy, 
they are perfectly willing to have any of 
the doctrines that they shall disseminate 
stand the trial of any crucial test that 
may be applied—especially from a Bible 
believer. Let them preach and then bring 
out your most learned graduates from the 
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most prominent Sola in Bible teach- 
ings, and if you can tear down the truths 
as taught by them we will be willing to 
cry enough; but when euch tactics are 
employed as we fine generally adopted, it 
is only convincing proof that if Paul or 
any of the ancient Apostles or Seventies 
(Elders) should make their appearance 
they would undoubtedly meet the same 
opposition, administered in the same way 
as it is to our Elders, and, strangely 
enough, by the same straight Christian 
people who led the opposition in the days 
of yore. | 

The Utah legislature has met and ad- 
journed without electing a senator. Polit- 
ical axes to grind, debts to pay and un- 
seemly ambitions were the agencies 
employed to bring on this last and worst 
political disgrace that has ever fallen 
over Utah’s fair escatcheon. In the mad 
scramble for the plum by the various 
candidates and their henchmen have 
brought on some charges, iterations and 
reiterations that will take years to erudi- 
cate. The charges of bribery are among 
the worst features that have developed, 
and this with the subsequent investiga- 
tion,” bas raised another prolific crop of 
recriminations even among life-long 
friends. Newspapers edited by Latter 
Day Saints are actually rejoicing to think 
no one is elected because their candidate 
failed. Again, some papers are patting 
their colleagues on the back for not break- 
ing the “dead-lock,” and thus a deplorable 
condition prevulle that looks like it may 
exist for another two years. We sin- 
cerely hope the legislature will reconvene 
and remedy the great wrong done the 
citizens of one of the e states in 
the Union. | 

‘Mormon and Methodist. 


Kditor ‘Times-Herald: 

Once there was a Methodist and a Mor- 
mon who had a great argument, and the 
Latter Day Saint said they believed if 
a man would let them baptize and lay 
their hands on them they would be saved, 
made no matter what they did afterward; 
that they had a right to save, whether 
you did the will of God or not. And as 
1 am the Methodist I would like to say 
that they should not be allowed to preach 
at the Wilde school house, amongst civ- 
ilized people, and it is the duty of the 
trustees to prevent it. G. M. D. 


The foregoing clipping is not reprinted 


on account of its classic construction nor 


for its intimate relations with truth, but 
rather to let those who do not know; 
who, or what kind of people, descend to 
such unchristian-like and arbitrary senti- 
ments, This worthy is no doubt. a 
“Methodist” preacher, for, as a matter 


of fact, plain everyday Methodists do not. 


betray such animosities—these peculiari- 
ties are reserved for ee or their 
amen satellites. 


NOTICE—The Sixty-ninth Annual Con- 
ference of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter Day Saints will convene in the 
Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, at 10 a. m., 
on Thursday, April 6th, 1899. 

LORENZO SNOW, | 

GEORGE Q, CANNON, 

JOSEPH F. SMITH, 
First Presidency. 
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AMONG THE ELDERS. 


Elder Taylor Nelson, of the Georgia 
Conference, has written a concise accoun: 
of his travels in the south to his home 
paper, the Preston (Idaho) Standard. 


Elder George A. Day, president of the 
South Carolina conference, has written 
a delightfully interesting article to the 
Oakly ‘(Ida.) Sun, om the city of Charles- 
ton, S. C. The Star would like to repro- 
duce it could space be well spared. 


Elder Jeddie Stokes, who was forced 


to retire from active service on account 


of ill health, now reports himself fuily 

recovered and ready for further efforts. 

Elder Stokes was laboring in Atlanta, 

Georgia, and visited some Saints in Cas- 

sandra, Georgia, to recuperate. 2 
DIED. 

Cynthia Hill Whitt, on March 6th, 1898, 
at Pilot Mountain, North Carolina. De- 
ceased' was born Jan. Sth, 1888; she 
leaves a husband and seven children. 
Sister Whitt was baptized by Elder Hen- 
ry G. Boyle during the year 1869 and has 
maintained a staunch faith during all 
these years. Owing to the inclement 
weather, only brief services were held at 
the cemetery, in which Elder J. A. Tay- 
lor, who was visiting the neighborhood, 
officiated. Regular services will be held 
in a few weeks, when other Elders shall 
be visiting them. 


Hider E. C. Penrose, of Salt Lake City, 


called at this office en route home, hav- 


ing been in the field twenty-seven months. 
He returns having done excellent work. 
Elder Penrose has been laboring in the 
North Alabama Conference continuously 
and at the time of his release held the 
position of Superintendent of the Sunday 
Schools. He leaves the south feeling that 
the -people, on the whole, have treated 
him well and that his darker experiences 


are better to be in the past tense, they 


only had sharpening effects on his testi- 
mony of the great causes he has been 
representing. 


Elder Benham Hunsaker, of the South 
Alabama conference, has just received 
the sad news of the death of his boy baby 


at Honeyville, Utah, which was born Dec. 


29, 1898, and died at 6:15 p. m., Feb. 28 
1889, of pneumonia. The child was born 
after its father left home; was ill but 
a few days. The Eiders administered 
to it several times, each time it seemed 
to improve. Everything possible was done 


to relieve the little sufferer, but it was 


the will of the Lord to call it home. May 
the bereaved parents have strength to 
acknowledge the hand in this their great 
trial. “The Lord giveth and the Lord 
taketh away, and blessed be the name 
of the Lord.“ 


Preston (Idaho) Standard. 
On last Wednesday Elder William A. 


N. Challis, who hag recently returned 


from a mission to England, was married 
in the Logan Temple to Miss Annie Da- 
vies, late of Hereford, England. On 
Thursday evening a grand wedding sup- 
per was given at the residence of the 
bridegroom’s father (Franklin, Idaho). A 
good many invited guests were present. 


The South Alabama conference will be 


held at Montgomery on March 30. 
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Casting Out Devils. 
By Bidder BD. Jones. 
Midway Mills, Va., Feb. 27, 1809. 
Written for The Southern Star. 

On Feb. 14, 1889, Elder Alonzo Shirts 
and myself arrived here at the home of 
itlder James B. Nash, located near Mid- 
way Mills, Va., on an elevation that com- 
mands a beautiful view of the James 
river and the country contiguous thereto 
for half a mile around. 

We were made welcome, as nal be- 
ing received with that cordial handshake 
so pleasant out here where the Latter 
Day Saints are so few and far between. 
After disposing of our grips and other 
apparatus we were soon made one of the 
family,“ so to speak, and comfortably in- 
stalled at the supper table, after which 
we engaged in pleasant convesation. 

Elder Nash had quite an experience, 
which he related, in substance, as fol- 
lows: 

About three weeks ago I went over into 
Buckingham county, near the court house, 
and preached to a number of people, who 
seemed to be very much interested in the 
Gospel. It was at the home of Charles 
B. Denton. When I first entered the 
house I felt Satan almost overpower me, 
but being so humble all through the day 
as I was riding along and: praying to the 
Lord for help, it seemed that I was 
strengthened at once and was able to per- 
form my duty. 7 

I noticed his wife lying in bed sick. I 
saw in her face honesty and that she 
would surely come out and obey the Gos- 
pel; I administered to her and promised 
her in the name of the Lord that if she 
would exercise faith in the Savior here 
life would be spared, so that she could 
be baptized and obey the Gospel. I felt 
a great interest in these people, be:ievinz 
them to be honest-hearted, and I took de- 
light in briefly explaining the Gospel to 
them. They had a number of our books 
to read and said they believed the doc- 
trines as ‘taught by the Latter Day 
Saints. The lady told me that she had 
been an invalid for years, but had been 
getting worse for the past year. While 
J was there she became much better, be- 
ing able to sit up. They have been writ- 
ing to me ever since and Mr. 
wishes to bring her over as soon as the 
next Elders come. 

I could very plainly ‘see that Broth- 
er Nash was worried over the matter. I 
therefore sat down and wrote Mr. Den- 
ton to come and bring his wife and child 
prepared to be baptized. From this time 
on I have been suffering with a feeling 
of dread and horror. My mind was oc- 
cupied in examining my missionary life 
to find wherein I had been slack in the 
performance of my duty. My night’s 
rest was disturbed by all kinds of horri- 
ble dreams, often waking up feeling al- 
most crushed to death with some evil 
power. However, time went on and 


every day seemingly brought more gloom’ 


for me. 

February the 22d we were standing by 
the way station when the train pulled in; 
we saw, a bright, honest looking woman 
step from the car; her face looked 
troubled with something more serious 
than the cares of life; her forehead was 
wrinkled with agonies beyond the natural 
sickness of the human family. She looked 
around as if lost, and I, remembering the 
Denton family, concluded this was the 


lady, so introduced myself to her. After 


systems. 


Denton 


a short time she proreeded to. tell us ot 


troubles: 


“Oh, I am so thankful to see you; 80 


soon as we received your Gospel letter 
instructing | us what to do I could not con- 
tent myself until I came here. It.seems 
to me that I am possessed with evil spir- 
its, for whenever I think of a Mormon 
Elder my heart leaps for joy and then 
comes a gloomy feeling and a power that 
tries to overcome me. I have been suf- 
fering such a long time this way, but 
felt better for about two weeks after El- 
der Nash administered to me. I told my 


husband if I did not go today I would 


not live to see you, which accounts for 
my being here. I have traveled sixty. 
miles to see you; my husband will be here 
Sunday. I know the devil will kill me 
if you do not do something for me.“ 

That night before retiring we ad- 
ministered to her. The moment Elder 
Nash went near to anoint her she grinned 
and snapped her teeth at him, and when 
we placed our hands upon her head we 
felt the power of Satan pervade our whole 
She félt somewhat relieved, but 
still not quite satisfied. After a miser- 
able night’s rest we commenced fasting 
in her behalf. At noon we ‘held secret 
prayers. and administered to her again; 
we all felt very weak. The devil seemed 
to be getting more powerful. Elder Nash 
was under the necessity of going to work, 
so we were left without his aid. Sudden- 
ly she started to choke and said: Ohl 
he is killing me! Quick! Quick!! Admin- 
ister to me or I will die!“ We again laid 
our hands upon her head and demanded 
in the name of the Lord that the devils 
should come out. When we took our 
hands from her head she opened her eyes 
wide, with the most terrifying look man 


can imagine and stared.me in the face. 


1 took a long breath and thought my time 
had come, I trembled like a leaf. I shut 
my eyes until I had gained strength to 
speak; we then laid hands upon her again 


and demanded old Satan and all his imps 


to come out of her body. 1 looked over 
to see how Elder Shirts was standing. 
and noticed he was very white and per- 
turbed. The poor woman then began to 
cry and laugh with joy, saying: ‘I feel 
better than I have felt for years." 


To get away from the evil influence, 
we took a walk and after train time met 
Elder Frank S. Snow, a son of President 
Snow, and Ernest Knowles, a pair of 
new Eiders. - We felt thankful to God 
for the aid and help thus given. We re- 
mained away from the house a short time 
and then returned. We found that Satan 
had left Sister Denton and then admin- 
istered to her again. Everything was 


| peaceful and calm. We retired to rest, 


all being still until about 4 o’clock a. m., 
when a voice was heard from Elder 
Shirts: “Are you brethren all alive? 


the night than 1 ever did before in my 
life. The devil jumped on me and tried 
to choke me; I thought I was gone, sure. 
It seemed to me that the room was full 
of them. I heard one say, ‘You have 
driven me out of my home and I am go. 
ing to dwell in you, then I will fix you.’ 
But I managed to keep him off.” _ 
Elder Snow then related his experience, 
which was as follows: ‘I saw a face 
shrunken to almost nothing with a hid- 
eous grin on it within about two feet of 
me and I was nearly frightened to death. 
Soon he induced me to believe hell was 
my doom, but I fought him off. I be- 


‘as follows: 


the room was full of. evil spirits.” 

While we administered to her the fo!- 
lowing night the devil came out again 
and knocked Elder Knowles back and 
made him so sick he almost fainted. We 
battled away almost night and day, fast- 
ing and praying, but it ‘seemed the devil 
would return to her again as soon as we 
would leave her. She complained of 
something tearing her to pieces = 
time we-administered to her. | 
Saturday at 3 p. m. Brother Denton 
came in and expressed himself as being 
glad to meet with us all and thanked us. 
saying his wife was looking much better 
than before. We held an enjoyable meet- 
ing at night. After a good time in the 
evening we all retired and about 3 a. m 
1 was awakened by Elder Shirts getting 
me into his arms and trying to roll me 
off the bed. I asked, What are you do- 
ing?“ “Oh, I am just taking this man 
away we just cast a devil out of.“ I ex- 
plained to him that I was. not the main 
and refused to go. 

At 11 a. m. Sunday, 26th, we held a 
meeting, during which the devil came to 
our meeting and tried to stay its prog- 
ress. I spoke to the people, ‘but every 
word was an effort. I felt as though a 
power was going to choke me down every 
moment. However, I managed to stand 
forth and call the people to repentance. | 

Elder Nash experienced the same un- 
canny feeling. After meeting we ad- 
journed to the water's edge and baptized | 
Brother and Sister Denton and little 
daughter, Mabel, Elder Nash officiating. 
He tells his experience while in the water 
As for Brother Denton, | 
felt all right while I was baptising him, 
but when his wife came into the water 
old Satan’s influence penetrated my very 
system, and as I immersed her in the 
water the devil struck me in the face as 
though a man had used a club on me. 
I thought I would drop in the water help- 
less, but I continued to be firm and as 
soon as I raised her up out of the water 
all darkness left me and I felt a joyful 
feeling; the spirit of the Lord was with 
me.’ 

After arriving at the house Sister Den- 
ton wept for joy and exclaimed: Thank 


God, it is done! I know your words have 


come true.” We held two more meetings 
the last ‘being a testimony meeting, and 
all enjoyed the spirit of the Lord. 

Before they left us Brother and Sister 
Denton expressed their sincere thanks to 
the Lord for sending His servants to do 
the good they are doing. Sister Denton 
said: Elder Snow, your face was the 
first I beheld after leaving darkness and 
coming into light. I will never forget 
the heavenly look.” 

The following is a testimonial voluntari- 
ly written by her own hand after we had 


| co her, E. hi iating: 
I tell you, I have suffered more during wanne ‘her, Fader Shirts oficiating 


“Elder Shirts, I will never forget the 
dear hands that were placed upon my 
head and for what cause. Oh! no, I will 
never forget and will you please remem- 
ber your sister always? I will never for- 
get you four Eiders as long as I live. 
May heaven's richest blessings ever at- 
tend you four Elders, is the prayer of a 
sister.” 

Brethren and sisters, near and far, we 
testify to the 41333 of the above 
statements and pray God the Eternal 
Father that all will ! take this as a testi- 
mony and profit by the same. 

(Signed): E. D. Jones, Alonzo Shirts, 
J. B. Nash, Ernest Knowles, F. H. Snow. 


— j 
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| 
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Anent. Man's Agency. 
By "Wider J. Preston Creer. 

In the last week’s Star it was prom- 
ised that am article would be furnished 
refuting’ the ideas contained in the 
words used by Mr. Joel M. Berry, 
wherein he said: For my part, I can 
see no possible necessity for either faith 
or belief in any church. It was | not 


through any. choice, faith or belief of our 


own that we came into being and it. will 
not be through ‘any of these that we go 
out. So I am content to leave the result 
with nature’s laws to decide, for my faith 
or belief cannot possibly change them an 
atom.“ 

The infidelic idea contained in the woitle 
of Mr. Berry is not at all a new one; but 
one that has been extant from the insip- 
iency of skepticism. 

Many people who do not understand 
their relationship unto God, and who 
never expend any unbiased energy in the 
acquisition of the same, boldly pronounce 
Christianity a fake and religion as only 
being the fruits of a midnight dream. 

Why harbor such a premature judg- 
ment? Why give vent to an ex parte 
consideration of the matter? Why not 
unprejudicially investigate both sides of 


the question and bring into activity the 


faculties of reason and judgment, that 
an honest. and conscientious decision 


might be rendered? 


The origin of man: from whence comest | ' 


thou, and of what art thou the offspring? 
These. momentous questions, when cor- 
rectly answered, mitigates all dubiety 
and dispells the sable clouds of anziety 


which darken the — of the human 


mind. 
To say that man te the ‘outgrowth of a 
tadpole or other form of lower animal 


life, as our evolution friends would have 


it, would be an egregious absurdity, and 
to say that he is the product of chance 
would be equally as ridiculous. . 

If man be the descendant—the consum- 
mated child—of the pollywog: pray, where 
can be found. the-fossils which work the 
innumerable intemediary transitions 
which necessarily must have taken place 


in the production of 4 being so perfect |. 


in physical structure and so replete in 
mental faculties? The subtle advocate 
of the Darwinian theory generally evades 
the above questions by saying: ‘They 
are found in the undiscovered strata of 
the earth. 

There are other questions too ‘impor- 
tant in the consideration of this subject 
to be omitted. If man be of protoplasmic 
origin, from whence came the protoplasm, 
and why do we not witness some of the 
necessary changes in the production of 
a man today? And again, how can we 
refute that universal and consistent law, 
„that like begets like.“ 

After considering the foregoing and then 
reflecting upon the wonders of nature, I 
cannot conceive how it would be. possible 
for one to adhere to the incompatible the- 
ory: Man came by chance.“ 

Hoping that Mr: Berry or any of like 
belief is disabused of his erroneous ideas 
concerning the origin of man and his re- 
sponsibility unto a higher power, we will 
now take pleasure in showing, from the 
word of God that it was through man's 
actions, choice and belief that he came 
into this stage of existence, and that it is 
expedient that he shall identify himself 
with the kingdom—church—of Christ up- 
on the earth in order to — the 2 
tial glory of 


* 

In the first chapter of Genesis is a de- 
Hneation of the ereation of all things: not 
naturally, but spiritually; for we are told 
in the second chapter, 4th and Sth verses, 
of same book that all the plants of the 
field were made before they were in the 
earth anc that all the herbs had their 
entity before they grew, and, notwith- 
standing that we have been informed that 
God created man in His own image 
(Gen. i.:27), we are told (Gen. ii.: 5-7) that 
there was not a man to till the earth and 
that God formed him out of the dust of 
the earth and breathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life. 

It is evident that the creation of man 
spoken of.in the first chapter of Genesis 
is in reference to his spiritual organiza- 
tion, while in the second chapter of the 
same record, wherein it speaks of his be- 
ing formed out of the dust of the earth, 
it must of necessity have had reference 
to his temporal composition. 

To corroborate the theory that man was 
organized spiritually before he was 
formed temporally we cite the following 
scripture: ‘‘Where wast thou when I 
laid the foundations of the earth? declare, 
if thou hast understanding * * * 
when the morning stars sang together 
and all the sons of God shouted for joy?’ 
(Job xxxviii.:47). Then shall the dust 
return to the earth as it was; and the 
spirit shall return unto God, who gave 
it.“ (Eecles. xii.:7). 
thee in the belly I knew thee; and before 
thou comest forth out of the womb I 
sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a 
prophet unto the nations.“ (Jer. i.:5.) 

If we read carefully the second verse 
of the second chapter of Genesis it will 
be found that there was a time, how long 
we. know not, intervening between the 
first creation—spiritual organization—and 
the second creation—temporal formation— 


of man. 
Now, the question confronts us, Did 


our spirits act during this indefinite pe- 
riod of time; if so, were they responsible 
for their actions, and did their actions 
determine their coming into this proba- 
tion? To the law and the testimony, 
for if we speak not according to this 
there is no light in us. 

In the tenth chapter of Revelations is 
recorded an account of a war that trans- 
pired in heaven, prior to the advent oi 
man upon this earth; Michael and his 
‘angels fought against the dragon; and 
the dragon with his angels, constitutinz 
one-third of the stars—spirits—of heaven, 


was defeated and driven from the realms 


of eternal bliss. 

We have already proven that man ex- 
isted for an unknown length of time be- 
fore he donned his mortal habiliments. 


Now, insomuch as we had a first es- 


tate and there was a war in heaven, is 
it not. reasonable to suppose that we took 


part in that war, and that it was through 


our fealty to Michael that we were per- 


mitted to come forth and a ake for our 


spirits tabernacles wherein they might 
dwell forever more? Jude in mention- 
ing the first estate gives us to understand 
that it was through the disloyalty of Lu- 
eiter and his hosts that they were de- 
prived of the privilege of taking upon 
themselves bodies, having been consigned 
to the infernal regions to await the judg- 


ment day. 


In conclusion, I would ask, If it were 
not those spirits who were permitted to 


clothe themselves with mortality, that 


constituted the soldiers of the Arch An- 
gel, who were they? 


“Before I formed 


The Development of Man. 
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What is man, that thou art mindful of 
him? and the son of man that thou vis- 
itest him Psalms viii. 

We are told, in the scriptures, that man 
was made in the image of the author of 
the universe. Now if we are made after 
the pattern of Him who created us, there 
is no reason why, by a proper system of 

velopment, de cannot become like unto 


im who created us, and whose image 


and off-spring we are. 

Be ye therefore perfect even as your 

Father which is in. Heaven is perfect.” 
And happily there ie a divine plan or 

system which was marked out by the 


council of the Gods before this earth was 


rolled into space, for the development or 
perfecting of God’s divine children here 
on this earth. 

This plan is based upon the capacity of 
the weakest and most untutored mind 
that may wish to take couree under the 
heaven-born plan that it may assist in 
the evolution of the child’s divine attri- 
butes. 

Man is a wonderful piece of mechan- 
ism. In the language of Shakespeare: 
“What a piece of work is man! How 
moble in reason! How infinite in facul- 
ties! In form and moving how express 
and admirable! In action how like an 
angel! In apprehension how like a god! 
The beauty of the world! The paragon 
of 

Physicial culture is the science which 
treats of education and must be based 
upon sound physiological principles and 
must have a definite aim in view, i. e., 
the harmonious development of body, 
mind and spirit. The interdependence of 


the body, spirit and mind may be likened | 


to links in a chain. If one link is broken 
or injured the strength, beauty, and use- 
fulness or the entire chain is affected. 

Hence in order to fill the measure of 
our creation we should have a rounded 
development. All of our faculties and 
attributes should be uniformly developed. 
God’s plan or system, or the gospel, 
which is based upon God’s laws, which 
are the laws of nature, when faithfully 
lived up to, is destined to bring us to this 
standard. The gospel, when viewed in 
its broadest sense, embraces all that is 
good for man. All that God knows be- 
longs to the gospel, we must endeavor to 
learn his thoughts and then think them. 
We are developed or saved no faster than 
we gain wisdom. We learn “line upon 
line,“ here a little and there a little, pro- 
gressing step by step in time and ee 
until we reach the goal. 


But many of us are warped in our de- 


velopment. And in discussing Man's 
Devetopment” I shall not dwell on his 
pre-existent state, neither pre-natural in 
fluence. Suffice it to say that the divine 
part of man existed and was in a state 
of activity and usefulness before its ad- 
vent here on earth. 

We first see him as a helpless babe, a 
mere piece or pulp or matter saturated 
with spirit, or spirit chained to a piece 
of helpless clay. Man is a duel being, 


i. e., my hand is not me but mine; no 


one member of my body, neither all the 
members combined are me but they are 
mine. I om a living, loving, aspiring 
soul, and existed before my body was 
taken from mother earth. My body is 
merely a tool, organ, or machine through 
which I, the offspring of Diety, operate 
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